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The Optimal Distribution of Practice

for the Acquisition of L2 Morphology:

A Conceptual Replication and Extension
Yuichi Suzuki

Kanagawa University

This study examined optimal learning schedules for sccond language (L2) acquisi-
I structure. Sixty participants studied the simple and complex

tion of a morpholog

morphological rules of a novel miniature language system so as to use them for oral
production. They engaged in four training sessions in cither shorter spaced (3.3-day
interval) or longer spaced (7-day interval) learning conditions. From the beginning of
the third training session, the 3.3-day interval group started to provide more accurate
target rules than the 7-day interval group. This superior performance by the 3.3-day
interval group was maintained on both 7- and 28-day delayed posttests with small to
medium effect sizes. No significant difference was found between the two groups for
utterance speed. nor did linguistic complexity exert an influence on the effectivencss of
different distributions of learning conditions

Keywords lng cffects: sccond language; distribution of practice: linguistic complexity;
replication; acquisition of morphology
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Optimizing Second Language Practice
in the Classroom: Perspectives from
Cognitive Psychology

YUICHI SUZUKL' TATSUYA NAKATA,? and ROBERT DEKEYSER'
‘Kanagaun Univesiy, Faculty of Forign Langauges, 3-27:1, Rokhakubashi, Ka
Kanagawa 221-3686, Japan Ewail: chyS198kanaganens.ac jp

Hosei University, Facult of Lattrs, 2-17-1 Fugi, Chiyodarku, Tokyo 1028160, Japan
Enail: Fnakata®hosi acjp

3Universityof Maryland Collge Park, Schoolof Languages, Lievatures, and Cultures, 31064 fimenes Hall,
Collge Park, MD 20742 Email: rilk@um.edu

sgaww, Yokohamasshi,

“This introduction to the specialisste provides an overview of the role of practice in a second language
(L2) from both pedagogical and theorctical perspecives. The following 5 areas of rescarch are identi-
fied for studying 1.2 practice from cognitive psychology perspectives: (a) the type of practice (retrieval
pracice, corrective feedback, modality), (b) distribution of practice, (c) schedule of practice (blocking
and interleaving effect), (d) individual difference factors (aptitude=treatment interaction), and (¢) cf
fects of practice on learning trajectories and outcomes. This special issue sts a research agenda toward
better understanding the learning processes and resulting knowledge through practice. That research
can inform teachers about how they can optimize 12 teaching and learning for a variety of leamers
across different classroom contexts.

Kevonds practice; sill acquisiion theory: cognitive psychology: distribution of practice; individual dif-
ferences
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Maryland is a World-Leader CONTACT
in Language Science
Interdisciplinary Language Science Program
languagescience.umd.edu
Colin Phillips, colin@umd.edu

Center for Advanced Study of Language
casl.umd.edu
Pamela Morse, pmorse@umd.edu

National Foreign Language Center
nfic.org
University of Maryland Institute for Advanced

Computer Studies - UMIACS
umiacs.umd.edu
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Maryland Neuroimaging Center
mnc.umd.edu

DEPARTMENTS

Computer Science, cs.umd.edu

& Computer
ece.umd.edu
Hearing & Speech Sciences
www.bsos.umd.edu/hesp

Human Development
education.umd.edu/EDHD/

College of Information Studies
ischool.umd.edu

Linguistics, ling.umd.edu
Philosophy, philosophy.umd.edu
Psychology, psychology.umd.edu

Second Language Acquisition
languages.umd.edu/SLAA

Second Language Education & Culture
education.umd.edu/EDCI/SLEC
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building an integrated science of language

Language at Maryland
clin:-al’rre\search

Students pursue careers In sclence,
education, technology, healthcare,
and national security. Maryland
graduates in language science are in
high demand, due to their broad skills
and their track record of innovation.

Recent Maryland graduates are now
on the faculties of leading universities
in the US and around the world.

computer models

Maryland's language rasearch links
basic science lo applications for
leaming, tachnology, and clinical
challenges. What gives human brains
their unique capacity for language?
How can we create better language
education programs, compuler lools,
and therapies? How can insights from
individual languages be applied in a
global context?

Solutions to these problems require
expertise that spans the entire
university: language diversity, neural
piasticity, advanced computation,
rasearch with impaired and gifted
populations.

The university has unparalleled
facilities for language science, and a
host of training programs that equip
students to be future leaders in
science, technology, healthcare, or
education areas related lo language.
Students develop innovative
solutions to language problems by
combining expertise from multiple
fields, and by drawing on cutting-
edge technology, such as the suite
of brain scanning technologies at the
new Maryland Neuroimaging Center.
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1. Course work outside SLA (beyond comfort zone)
2. Events (Lunch talk, LSD, Winter Storm)
3. Lab rotation (Speech and Hearing Science Dept.)
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Imagine a circle that contains all of
human knowledge:

The illustrated guide to a Ph.D.



By the time you finish elementary
school, you know a little:



By the time you finish high school, you
know a bit more



With a bachelor's degree, you gain a
specialty:



A master's degree deepens that
specialty:

4




Reading research papers takes you to
the edge of human knowledge:




Once you're at the boundary,
vou focus:




You push at the boundary
for a few years:




Until one day, the boundary gives way:




And, that dent you've made is called a
Ph.D.

o A—=FUFXKZFETII2AEDAQualifying paper
| LVTH 5., Dissertation
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Of course, the world looks different
to you now:




So, don't forget the bigger picture.
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"You can't connect the dots
looking forward; you can only
connect them looking

that the dots will somehow
connect in your future."

Steve Jobs
1955-2011
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A digital repository of instruments and
materials for research into second languages

Submit materials Search and Download Statistics Login to IRIS
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Suzuki, Y. (2017). The optimal distribution of
practice for the acquisition of L2 morphology:
A conceptual replication and extension.
Language Learning, 67, 512-545.
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EMPIRICAL STUDY @

The Optimal Distribution of Practice
for the Acquisition of L2 Morphology:
A Conceptual Replication and Extension

Yuichi Suzuki

Kanagawa University

This study examined optimal learning schedules for sccond language (L2) acquisi-
tion of a morphological structure. Sixty participants studied the simple and complex
morphological rules of a novel miniature language system so as to use them for oral
production. They engaged in four training sessions in cither shorter spaced (3.3-day
interval) or longer spaced (7-day interval) learning conditions. From the beginning of
the third training session, the 3.3-day interval group started to provide more accurate
target rules than the 7-day interval group. This superior performance by the 3.3-day
interval group was maintained on both 7- and 28-day delayed posttests with small to
medium effect sizes. No significant difference was found between the two groups for
utterance speed, nor did linguistic complexity exert an influence on the effec
different distributions of learning conditions

ss of

Keywords lng cffects: sccond language; distribution of practice: linguistic complexity;
replication; acquisition of morphology
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Optimizing Second Language Practice
in the Classroom: Perspectives from
Cognitive Psychology

YUICHI SUZUKL' TATSUYA NAKATA,? and ROBERT DEKEYSER'
‘Kanagaun Univesiy, Faculty of Forign Langauges, 3-27:1, Rokhakubashi, Ka
Kanagawa 221-3686, Japan Ewail: chyS198kanaganens.ac jp

Hosei University, Facult of Lattrs, 2-17-1 Fugi, Chiyodarku, Tokyo 1028160, Japan

Enail: Fnakata®hosi acjp

3Universityof Maryland Collge Park, Schoolof Languages, Lievatures, and Cultures, 31064 fimenes Hall,
Collge Park, MD 20742 Email: rilk@um.edu

ek, Yokohama-shi,

“This introduction to the specialisste provides an overview of the role of practice in a second language
(L2) from both pedagogical and theorctical perspecives. The following 5 areas of rescarch are identi-
fied for studying 1.2 practice from cognitive psychology perspectives: (a) the type of practice (retrieval
pracice, corrective feedback, modality), (b) distribution of practice, (c) schedule of practice (blocking
and interleaving effect), (d) individual difference factors (aptitude=treatment interaction), and (¢) cf
fects of practice on learning trajectories and outcomes. This special issue sts a research agenda toward
better understanding the learning processes and resulting knowledge through practice. That research
an inform teachers about how they can optimize L2 teaching and learning for a variety of leamers
across different classroom contexts.
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